14        Boswell ' attracts' Johnson to Scot
reckoned there would be some inconvenienc ships, and perhaps a little danger; but these suaded were magnified in the imagination o: When I was at Ferney, in 1764, I mentioned Voltaire. He looked at me, as if I had talke the North Pole, and said, ' You do not insist < panying you ?'—' No, Sir,'—' Then I am ver should go.' I was not afraid that our curio would be prevented by such apprehensions; t that it would not be possible to prevail on to relinquish, for some time, the felicity of a which, to a man who can enjoy it with fu relish, is apt to make existence in any nai seem insipid or irksome. I doubted that he willing to come down from his elevated state ical dignity; from a superiority of wisdom an and of learning among the learned; and fror wit upon minds bright enough to reflect it.
He had disappointed my expectations so began to despair; but in spring, 1773, he talk to Scotland that year with so much firmness, he was at last in earnest. I knew that, if launched from the metropolis he would go well; and I got our common friends there tc ting him afloat. To Mrs. Thrale in particu' chantment over him seldom failed, I was n It was, '/'// give tlice a wind' — 'Thou art attract him, we had invitations from the chie and Macleod ; and, for additional aid, I wrote bank2, Dr. William Robertson, and Dr. Beattic
To  Dr. Robertson, so far as  my letter  csbury.
